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on the primaries, very broadly on the tertiaries; tail dark 
brown, faintly edged with rosy. 

Female.— Of the usual type of females of this genus ; hair- 
brown above, every feather broadly margined with pale dingy 
buff: underparts pale dingy buff, each feather rather narrowly 
centred with brown, most strongly marked on the throat 
and breast, and least on the abdomen and flanks. 

Wing, ¢ 3°45 inches, ? 383 and 3°35; tail, ¢ and Ẹ 
8:5. 

This new species differs from P. rhodochlamys in having a 
much longer tail, combined with a rather shorter wing, in 
having the whole forehead of a bright pink, uniform with the 
supercilium, and in the pale pink hue of the rump. The 
gencral tone of the entire plumage is also paler and greyer 
in the male, and more buff in the female, while the bill is 
shorter, stouter, and more tumid, inclining to the form of 
the Carpodacus type, the tail-feathers are more markedly 
edged with rosy, and the pale margins to the tertiaries are 
broader and more conspicuous. 

The Plate represents an adult male in my collection from 
Yungi-Hissar, killed on the 2nd of December 1873, and a 
female obtained at Kashgar on the 10th of the same month. 


XIII.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 


l. Bocage on a new African Coracias. 


[Notice sur une nouvelle espèce africaine du genre Coracias. Par 
J. V. Barboza du Bocage. Jorn. Scien. Math. Phys. e Nat. Lisboa, 
no. xxviii. 1880. | 

The species (Coracias dispar) is the same as has lately been 
described by Mr. Trimen (P. Z. 8. 1880, p. 30) as C. spatu- 
latus. Prof. Bocage’s example, from Caconda, in the interior 
of Benguela, was obtained by Sr. Anchieta. 


2. Bocage on West-African Birds. 


[Aves das possessões portuguezas d'Africa occidental por J. V. Barboza 
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du Bocage. (Decima nona Lista.). Jorn. Scien. Math. Phys. e Nat. 
Lisboa, no. xxviii. 1880.] 

Prof. Bocage’s nineteenth contribution to this subject men- 
tions 93 specics, exemplified by 126 specimens recently col- 
lected by Sr. Anchicta at Caconda. Seven of them are new 
to the avifauna of Angola; and one of them, Hyphantornis 
temporalis, is now first described. 


3. Campbell on the Nesting of the Orange-wattled Crow. 


[Notes on the Ne ates of the Orange-wattled Crow. By W. 
D. Campbell. Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xii. p. 249.] 

Two nests of Glaucopis cinerea, found on the Iokitika 
river in February 1878, were placed in the branches of a 
black serub, about nine feet from the ground. They were 
cup-shaped, and contained in one case two young, and in the 
other a smgle egg. ‘The egg is described. 


4. Coues’s Ornithological Bibliography. 

[Fourth Instalment of Ornithological Bibliography : being a List of 
Faunal Publications relating to British Birds. Ly Elliott Coues. Proc. 
U.S. Nat. Mus, vol. ii. p. 859.7 

Dr. Coues’s fourth instalment of his Ornithological Bibli- 
ography will be of special interest to most of our readers, 
as it gives “the titles of all publications treating of British 
birds as such, exclusively, and indiscriminately or collec- 
tively.” Like the previous instalments, the present is “ to 
be considered only in the light of published proof-shects, 
to be cancelled on the final appearance of the whole work.” 
Dr. Coucs will therefore esteem it a great favour to receive 
back this pamphlet, with errors corrected, omissions supplied, 
or emendations suggested, and most liberally offers a copy 
of the entire Bibliography, when completed, in return for 
such assistance. 


5. Desfontaines’s Mémoire (Reprint). 

[Desfontaines’s Mémoire sur quelques nouvelles espèces d'Oiseaux des 
Cotes de Barbarie. 4to. Paris: 1789. Reprinted by the Willughby 
Society ; edited by Alfred Newton, M.A., F.R.S., &e. London: 1880.] 
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This little-known tract was omitted in M. Dureaw’s volume 
containing the miscellancous papers of Desfontaines. It is 
of special interest to students of Palzearctic ornithology, as 
containing the first published deseriptions of several well- 
known species. Prof. Newton contributes a preface of great 
interest. 


6. Elliot’s Monograph of the Hornbills. 


[A Monograph of the Bucerotidse, or Family of the Hornbills. By 
D. G. Elliot, F.R.S. &c. Parts vii. & viii. Small folio: 1880. Pub- 
lished by the author. ] 

We are glad to be able to announce the issue of two more 
numbers of Mr. Elliots Hornbills, and trust that this im- 
portant work may now be shortly concluded. 

We may take this opportunity of calling Mr. Elliot’s atten- 
tion to the second specimen of Buceros subcylindricus now 
living in the Zoological Society’s Gardens, which has re- 
deemed the character of the species by growing a perfect tail. 

The following species are figured in the new parts :— 


Part VII. Part VIII. 
Hydrocorax mindanensis. Bucorvus cafer. 
Anthracoceros convexus. Cranorrhinus corrugatus, 
Anorrhinus galeritus. Bycanistes buccinator. 
Cranorrhinus leucocephalus. ' Anorrhinus tickelli. 
Bycanistes albotibialis. Rhytidoceros narcondami. 
Tockus melanoleucus, Tockus camurus. 


7. Finsch on two Pacific Birds. 


[Ornithologische Notiz. Von Dr. Otto Finsch in Bremen. Verhandl. 
d. Vereins für naturw. Unterhaltung, Hamburg, iv. p. 176.] 


Dr. Finsch states that his Petræca kleinschmidti=P. pu- 
silla (Peale), and his Pilotis vanthophrys=P. provocator, 
Layard. 


8. Freke on Birds found in Europe and North America. 


[A Comparative Catalogue of Birds found in Europe and North 
America. By Percy Evans Freke. Proc. R. Dublin Soc. 1879.] 


A very uscful paper, giving im parallel columns the names 
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of all species found in Europe and North America, with a 
‘short account of their distribution and occurrence in each 
continent. 


9. Godman and Salvin’s ‘ Biologia Centrali- Americana,’ 


[Biologia Centrali-Americana: or Contributions to the knowledge of 
the Fauna and Flora of Mexico and Central America. Edited by F. 
DuCane Godman and Osbert Salvin. (Zoology.) Parts v.-vii. 4to. 
London: 1880. Published for the editors by R. H. Porter, 10 Chandos 
Street, Cavendish Square, W. | 

Messrs. Salvin and Godman finish their account of the 
Central-American Wrens in Part vi., and proceed with the 
Motacililde and Mniotiltide, the latter of which are very 
fully represented in this subregion. One plate is given, con- 
taining figures of Parula inornata, P. superciliosa, and P. 
gutturalis. 


10. Gould’s € Birds of Asia.’ 


[The Birds of Asia. By J. Gould, F.R.S. &c. Dedicated to the 
Honourable East-India Company. Part xxxii. Folio. London: 1880. 
Published by the author, 26 Charlotte Street, Bedford Square, W.C. | 

Mr. Gould’s thirty-second part contains excellent figures 
of the following twelve species :— 


Erythropus amurensis. Carcineutes melanops. 
Trena cyanea. amabilis. 

criniger. Pyrrhula major. 
Pitta kochi. erithacus. 
Upupa nigripennis. l Euspiza elegans. 
Carcineutes pulchellus. Erythrospiza githaginea. 


Malaccan and Sumatran forms arc usually conspecific; and 
we confess to a little incredulity as to the distinctness of 
Trena crinigera and I. cyanea. Nor is Carcineutes amabilis, in 
our opinion, a very good species. 


11. Harvie-Brown’s ‘ Ornithological Journal of the Winter 
of 1878-79, 


[Ornithological Journal of the Winter of 1878-79, with collected Notes 
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regarding its Effect upon Animal Life, including Remarks on the Migra- 
tion of Birds in the Autumn of 1873 and the Spring of 1879. By Mr. 
John A. HWarvie-Brown. Proc. Nat.-Hist. Soc. Glasgow, Sept. 1879.] 

Mr. Harvie-Brown attempts to chronicle the abnormal 
effects of an unusually severe winter on the migration of 
birds, and, after alluding to various other papers already 
written on the same subject, gives us the results of his own 
experience and that of many correspondents. Te then treats 
of the species in order, and of the manner in which they were 
variously affected by the winter of 1878-79. 


12. Haswell’s Notes on the Anatomy of Birds. 


[Notes on the Anatomy of Birds. By William A. Haswell, M.A. 
Proc. Linn. Soc. New S. Wales, vol. iv. p. 803.] 

Part ii. of Mr. Haswell’s Notes treats of the lumbar and 
sacral plexuses of the nerves, part ii. of the myological cha- 
racters of the Columbide. In the latter the author points 
out five special characters of this group as regards their 
myology. 


13. Henshaw’s Ornithological Report. 


[Ornithological Report upon Collections made in Portions of California, 
Nevada, and Oregon. By H. W. Henshaw. Extracted from Annual 
Report of the U.S. Geogr. Survey, 1879. ] 

Mr. Henshaw reports upon his ornithological observations 
and collections made during the field-seasons of 1877 and 
1878 of the geographical surveys west of the 100th meridian. 
After a preliminary account of the natural features of the 
country traversed (which lay between the western border of 
Nevada and the Columbia river), the notes are given, in syste- 
matic order. Among the rarer specics met with abundantly 
were Myiadestes townsendi and Stellula calliope. Mr. Hen- 
shaw makes good remarks upon the various geographical forms 
of many of the species, especially among the Fringillidæ. 


14. Homeyer’s ‘Journey to Heligoland? 


[Reise nach Heligoland, die Nordseeinseln Sylt, Lyst etc. von E. F. v. 
Homeyer. Frankfurt a. M.: 1880. 8vo, 92 pp.] 


SER, IV.— VOL. V. M 
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In this little pamphlet Herr v. Homeyer gives an inter- 
esting account of his tour to Sylt and Heligoland after at- 
tending the mecting of the German Ornithological Society 
at Stettin in 1880, and of the various naturalists and their 
collections visited on the route. A systematic list of the 
birds of the North-Frisian islands, by Herr Rohweder of 
Husum, is added. In Sylt, on the 12th of June, Herr v. 
Homeyer visited the celebrated brecding-place of Sterna 
caspia, at the north end of the island, and found the colony 
to consists of about twenty-two nests. 


15. Hutton on Anas gracilis. 


[On Anas gracilis, Buller. By Prof. Hutton, of the Otago University. 
Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xii. p. 271. 

Having obtained from Paris an example of Querguedula 
gibberifrons from Celebes, Prof. Hutton disputes its identity 
with Anas gracilis of Buller, as given by Tinsch and Buller 
himself (B. N. Z. p. 250). Prof. Hutton considers 4. gra- 
cilis rather a synonym of A. castanea (cf. Ramsay, Pr. L. S. 
N. S. W. ii. p. 38). We fear this question is not yet settled. 
It is certain, however, that there is a Duck in Australia the 
male of which closely resembles the female of A. castanea 
(Ce Sclater, P.Z.5. 1380), p 519). 


16. Kirk on the Red-capped Dotterel. 


[On the Occurrence of the Red-capped Dotterel (iaticula ruficapilla) 
in New Zealand. By T. W. Kirk. Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. 
xii. p. 246. ] 

Mr. Kirk records the occurrence of a specimen of this Aus- 
tralian species in New Zealand in December 1878. 


17. Kirk on some curious New-Zealand Birds. 


{Remarks on some curious Specimens of New-Zealand Birds. By T. 
W. Kirk. Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xii. p. 248.] 


Mr. Kirk notices albinos of Carpophaga nove-czealandie, 
and a deformity of the bill in Heteralocha acutirostris. 
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18. Legges ‘ Birds of Ceylon. 

[A History of the Birds of Ceylon. By Captain Vincent Legge, R.A. 
Part iii. (concluding the work). 4to. London: 1880. Published by 
the author. | 

We heartily congratulate Captain Legge upon the conclu- 
sion of his handsome volume, which, in our opinion, is as 
good a bit of real earnest work as any that has been accom- 
plished of late years in our department of zoology. The 
‘Birds of Ceylon,’ as finished by the issue of part iii., con- 
stitutes a bulky work of 1238 pages and 34 well coloured 
plates, in which nearly all the species peculiar to the island 
are figured. There is, besides, a map, to illustrate the chief 
natural divisions of the Ceylonese avifauna, such as ought to 
accompany every geographical work on natural history. The 
plates given with part iii. contain figures of Gallus lafayettii, 
8g et 2, Galloperdix bicalcarata, and figures of the eggs of 
the following species—Buchanga leucopygialis, Pomatorhinus 
melanurus, Hirundo hyperythra, Pyctorhis nasalis, Rubigula 
melanictera, Malacocercus rufescens, Acridotheres melano- 
sternus, Turdus spilopterus, Galloperdix bicalcarata, Gallus 
lafayettii, Eulabes ptilogenys, Megalema flavifrons, Drymæca 
insularis, Zosterops ceyloncnsis, Munia kelaarti, Alcippe nigri- 
frons, Pellorneum fuscicapillum. 

Capt. Legge will forgive us, we are sure, if we call his 
attention to two or three errors in his nomenclature which 


ought not to be followed in quoting his work. “ Cyanus ” 
(p. 460), the specific name of tlie Rock-Thrush, is a substan- 
tive, and should not be written “cyana;” on the other hand 
“ Turdus spiloptera” (p. 451) should be “ spilopterus ;?? nor 
can a bishop, “ episcopus” (according to orthodox practice), 
be of the feminine gender (episcopa), as is written, p. 1118. 
Again, Chrysophlegma is a neuter substantive (prAéyua— 
flamma), and claims to agree witha neuter adjective (wantho- 
derum, nec xanthoderus). 

There is also a slip, p. 796, in crediting Porphyrio alleni 
to Capt. Shelley, whereas it is a well-known West-African 
species, originally discovered by T. R. H. Thomson during 
the Niger Expedition, and described by him in 1842. In 

M 2 
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general, however, the execution of the work is of the most 
painstaking character, though we cannot quite agree to 
placing Turnix in the Tinamide, or Tantalus among the 
Ibises! Itis also rather a strong statement to say that Phe- 
nicopterus has nothing to do with the Herodiones, except as 
regards “length of leg.” Shade of Nitzsch ! 


19. Marsh on the Extinct Toothed Birds of North America. 


[Odontornithes: a Monograph of the Extinct Toothed Birds of North 
America; with Thirty-four Plates and Forty Woodcuts. By Othniel 
Charles Marsh. Mem. Peabody Mus. Yale College, vol. i. 4to. New 
Haven, Conn. : 1880, | 

This is one of the most elaborate and _ best-illustrated mo- 
nographs that have ever appeared on a zoological subject. 
The whole osteology of Hesperornis and Ichthyornis is admi- 
rably and fully described and figured in detail; and restora- 
tions of the entire birds are added. It is clearly shown that 
these birds are types of two very different forms of ornithic 
life which prevailed during the Middle Cretaceous period, and 
to be referred to two different Orders, “ Odontolee,”’ and 
“ Odontotorme,”’ both provided with teeth, which in the 
former were placed in grooves, in the latter in sockets. In 
the former (Hesperornis) the sternum was without a keel, 
and the wings rudimentary; in the latter the sternum jas 
keeled, and the wings well developed. Prof. Marsh proposes 
to unite these two groups with the Saurure (Archeopteryz) 
into one subclass, “ Odontornithes,”’ which, of course, is quite 
different from any existing form of bird-life. 


20. Oustalet on new Birds from New Guinea. 


[Description de quelques oiseaux nouveaux de la Nouvelle-Guinée ; par 
M. E. Oustalet, Ass. Scient. de France. Bull. Hebdomadaire, No. 11.] 


M. Oustalet describes a supposed new species of Paradise- 
bird of the genus Drepanornis, from the northern coast of 
New Guinea, between 136° and 137° E. lat., as follows :— 

“ Le bec west pas noir comme chez Drepanornis albertisii ; 
il est jaunâtre sur le spécimen desséché et se fait remarquer 
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par son épaisseur ; en outre, l'espace dénudé qui existe sur le 
côté de la tête est sensiblement plus large que chez le Drep. 
albertisii et ne se rétrécit pas en arriére des yeux ; les plumes 
du dessus de la téte, qui affectent une forme écailleuse, sont 
beaucoup plus foncées, d’un brun olivitre, et de chaque côté 
du menton descend un trait brun en forme de moustache.” 

He calls the species D. bruijnii, after Herr Bruijn of Ter- 
nate. <A Cyclopsittacus from the same district is designated 
C. salvadorii. A new Muscicapine bird from Mount Arfak 
is called Chloromyias laglaizei, sp. et gen. nov.; and another 
new bird of the same family, Pomareopsis semiatra. M. 
Oustalet will pardon us, we trust, if we say that more exact 
scientific descriptions (might we venture to add, in Latin ?) of 
these fine novelties would be very desirable. 


21. Pelzeln’s Report on the Progress of Ornithology in 
1878, 

[Bericht über die Leistungen in der Naturgeschichte der Vögel während 
des Jahres 1878, von August yon Pelzeln. Wiegm. Arch. xlv. p. 381.] 

Herr von Pelzelu’s report on ornithology for 1878 is drawn 
up with its usual care and attention to details. We venture 
to suggest that it would facilitate reference if the titles of the 
papers given under each head (“ Europe” &c.) were arranged 
alphabetically, according to the names of the authors. 


22. Reichenow and Schalow’s ‘ Compendium.’ 


[Compendium der neu beschricbenen Gattungen und Arten. Von 
Anton Reichenow und Herman Schalow. Journ. f. Orn. 1880.] 

In these most useful papers, published in the ‘ Journal für 
Ornithologie,’ the authors propose to give copies of the dia- 
gnoses or descriptions of all newly described genera and spe- 
cies of birds. They beg the assistance of their brother orni- 
thologists in this important undertaking, and request to be 
favoured with copics of their papers for this object. Jn this 
request we join most heartily, as also in their further sug- 
gestion, that all diagnoses should be written in Latin, as the 
universal literary language. 
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28. Rodd’s ‘ Birds of Cornwall? 


[The Birds of Cornwall and the Scilly Islands. By the late Edward 
Hearle Rodd. Edited, with an Introduction, Appendix, and brief Me- 
moir, by James Edmund Harting ; with Portrait and Map. 8vo. London, 
Triibner & Co.: 1880.] 

At the time of his lamented death it was generally under- 
stood that Mr. Rodd had in preparation a general work upon 
the birds of his native county. This work, however, as we 
are now informed by Mr. Harting, had only so far advanced 
as to “ consist of a transcript of various notes on the orni- 
thology of Cornwall, communicated by the author to the 
pages of the ‘ Zoologist,’ arranged in chronological sequence.” 
“Tt was obvious,” Mr. Harting remarks, ‘that in order to 
render these notes of practical utility it was necessarry to 
recast and rewrite the whole.” 

This has been ably executed by the editor; and we have 
now Mr. Rodd’s interesting and original observations, which 
were continued over a period of nearly forty years, reduced 
into method and order. 


24. Salvadori’s ‘ Prodromus; Part 9. 


[Prodromus Ornithologiz Papuasiæ et Moluccarum.—IX. Menuridæ, 
Certhiidse, Nectariniide, Dicæidæ, Meliphagide. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. 
xvi. pp. 62-82. | 

Prof. Salvadori cnumerates 1 Menuridx, 2 Certhiide, 17 
Nectariniidie, 23 Dicæidæ, and 80 Meliphagidee as belonging 
to the Papuan Fauna. The following genera are newly 
used :—Urocharis (Diceidie), type U. longicauda, Salvad. ; 
Meliarchus (Mcliphagide), type M. sclateri, G. R. Gray; 
Pycnopygius (Mcliphagide), type P. stictocephalus, Salvad. ; 
Philemonopsis (Meliphagide), type P. meyeri, Salvad. These 
genera are shortly characterized. Two new species of Péilotis 
are named P. montana (from Mount Arfak) and P. flavirictus 
(from the Fly River). 


25. Schlegels ‘Muséum des Pays-Bas’ 
(Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas. Par H. Schlegel. Revue 
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Méthodique et Critique des Collections déposées dans cet établissement. 
Tom. viii. Leide: E. J. Brille.] 

The eighth livraison of this valuable work contains Prof. 
Schlegel’s account of the Tinamous and Megapodes in the 
Leyden Museum. Of the former group 31 species are recog- 
nized, divided into five genera ; of the latter 19, belonging to 
to 4 genera. Prof. Schlegel complains much of the insuffi- 
ciency of his materials as regards the Tinami, in which 
group he confines his remarks to the species in the Leyden 
Museum. 


26. Schmeltz on the Fruit-Pigeons of the Genus Ptilopus. 


[Elliot, D. G.: On the Fruit-Pigeons of the Genus Pélopus. Bespro- 
chen von J. D. E. Schmeltz. Verhand. d. Vereins für naturw. Unterhal- 
tung, Hamburg, iv. p. 177. ] 

Herr Schmeltz gives notices of such species of Péilopus as 
are in the Museum Godeflroy from Eastern Australia and 
Polynesia, in reference to Elliot’s paper (P. Z. S. 1878, p. 500) 
and Salvadori’s critique (P. Z. 5. 1879, p. 61). Eighteen 
species are mentioned. 


27. Schmeliz on the Fauna of the New Hebrides. 


_ [Ueber die Thierwelt der Neu-Hebriden. Von J. D. E. Schmeltz. 
Verh. d. Vereins fur naturw. Unterhaltung, Hamburg, iv. p. 71.] 

Contains a list of the birds of the New Hebrides. About 
70 species are enumerated ; but some are doubtful. A useful 
list of publications on the subject is prefixed. 


28. Sclater’s ‘ Jacamars and Puff-birds.’ 

[A Monograph of the Jacamars and Pulf-birds, or families Galbulide 
and Bucconide. By P. L. Sclater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., &e. Part iv. 
4to. London: 1880. Published for the author by R. H. Porter, 6 Ten- 
terden Street, W.] 


The new part of this work deals solely with the typical 
Buccones, of which nine species are figured, namely :— 


Bucco macrodactylus Bucco maculatus. 
—— ruficollis. striatipectus. 
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Bucco bicinctus. Bucco chacura. 
— tamatia. striolatus. 
—— pulmentum. 


29. Smith’s Miscellaneous Ornithological Papers. 


[Sir Andrew Smith’s Miscellaneous Ornithological Papers. Reprinted 
by the Willughby Society; edited by Osbert Salvin, M.A., F.R.S., &e. 
Royal 8vo. London: 1880.] 

The present reprint of Sir Andrew Smith’s Ornithological 
Papers, so difficult of access to most workers, will, we doubt 
not, be gencrally appreciated, and much increase the popu- 
larity of the Willughby Society. 


80. Steere on the Mammals and Birds of Ann Arbor. 


[A List of the Mammals and Birds of Ann Arbor and Vicinity. By 
Prof. J. B. Steere. 8vo. 1880.] 


Not a complete list, but (with the exception of a few, 
given upon the authority of labelled specimens in the Museum) 
the result of about three years’ collecting and observing: 111 


species of birds are enumerated. Ann Arbor is in the State 
of Michigan. 


81. ‘ Stevenson on the Pomatorhine Skua? 


[On the Abundance of Pomatorhine and smaller Skuas on the Norfolk 
Coast in October and November 1879. By Henry Stevenson, F.L.S. 
Trans. Norfolk and Norwich Nat. Soc., 1880.] 


Mr. Stevenson gives us an account of the “ appearance, in 
extraordinary number, of Pomatorhine Skuas (Stercorarius 
pomatorhinus), with Richardson’s and Buffon’s Skuas in very 
much smaller numbers,” on the Norfolk coast in the autumn 
of 1879. The invasion, it is well known, extended to other 
parts of the English coast. A finc opportunity thus pre- 
sented itself of studying the singular variations in plumage 
of this species, of which we need hardly say our excellent 
fellow-worker does not fail to avail himself. 


32. Stieda on the Bursa Fabrici. 


[Ueber den Bau und die Entwicklung der Bursa Fabricii. Von Dr. 
Ludwig Stieda. Zeitsch. f. wissensch. Zool. Bd. xxxiv. p. 296.] 
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In this paper Dr. Stieda shows, from a study of the his- 
tology and development, that the central substance of the 
follicles of this peculiar organ is composed of, and derived 
from, the epithelium of the “hind gut.” The bursa Fabricii, 
therefore, can neither be a secreting gland, nor can it be com- 
pared to a Peyer’s patch, as has been done by some previous 
authors. He has no additional information to give as to its 
function in birds, but suggests a comparison with another 
problematical organ, the thymus gland. 


XIV.—Letters, Extracts, Announcements, &c. 


We have reccived the following letters addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis ?— 


Srrs,—In Part xi. of his ‘ Birds of New Guinea’ (which 
has just reached me) Mr. Gould says that we do not know the 
exact part of the island of Celebes from where Gymnophaps 
pecilorrhoa (Brigg.) comes. He supposes that it is “ pro- 
bably from the south-castern portion of the island, where Dr. 
Fischer collected.” Now Dr. Fischer only collected in the 
northern portion of Celebes, viz. the Minahassa; and the spe- 
cimen described by Dr. Briiggeman as Carpophaga pæcilor- 
rhoa (Abh. naturw. Ver. Bremen, v. p. 85, 1876) was actu- 
ally collected there. A short time afterwards Herr von 
Pelzcln described and figured (Verh. zool.-bot. Ges. Wien, 
xxvi. p. 720, pl. xiii. 1876) a specimen of the same species 
as Gymnophaps pecilorrhoa; this one was sent to the Vienna 
Museum by Dr. von Drasche, who had procured on the Phi- 
lippines a collection of bird-skins from various localities of 
the East. An exact habitat was not attached to the specimen ; 
but I suppose it was from North Celebes, as the Menilla 
traders mostly only go there. Lastly, the Dresden Museum 
got the specimen which Mr. Gould has figured, from Mr. 
van Musschenbrock, who had killed it near Menado, as the 
label attached to the bird proves. Therefore the habitat of 
Gymnophaps pecilorrhoa (Brigg.) is not doubtful: it is 
North Celebes; and the bird has not yet been recorded from 
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